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It has been a while since our last 
newsletter.  Some logistics problems and 
not having an internet service at the 
church have held us back.  We have   
used the Yahoo groups to keep members 
informed, but we also realize the necessity 
for a church newsletter.  If you wish to 
contribute information or an essay about 
what we are doing or planning, please feel 
the power to submit an article for the next 
issues. 
 At the Metro DC Synod Assembly this 
year, we memorialized the ELCA Social 
Statement on Human Sexuality.  The 
statement still needs to be passed at the 
General Assembly later this year to 
become affective.  We have copies of the 
statement and they have been available 
since October, last year.  One of the key 
phrases is about the bound conscience  of 
each and every Christian on how we live 
with one another in relationships. 
 What does it mean to be called by our 
conscience?  How are we bound by our 
conscience?  Sometimes it is God alerting 
us, that we are straying from the truth.  
Sometimes it is our bound-conscience 
calling us to look out for our neighbor, 
above our own self interests.  Hopefully, 
we are bound by the Word of God as it 
speaks to us in today’s world of confusion 
and tension.  This is what the ELCA has 
been struggling with for over nine years.  
Who are we, and what are we about, as 
brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus?   We 
are responsible to God and to our fellow 
Christians as we trudge the road of life.  
 It is easier to see the faults in others 
and so easy to ignore our own sins, faults 
and defects of character.  It is easier to 
place our standards upon others, but we 
fail to see that we don’t live up to them 
ourselves.  The actual world is not as it 

ought to be.  It is flawed, wrought with error 
and problems, yet it is also filled with 
goodness, mercy and truth. 
God is the eternal judge. 
 Reinhold Niebuhr wrote, “We have 
noted that self-deception and hypocrisy  is 
an unvarying element of all human       
beings.”  In short, we are all capable of sin.  
We are all capable of lying to ourselves 
through justification and rationalization.  We 
are all capable of judging  others.  We set 
our own criteria for living upon others, 
sometimes without telling them, and then 
judge them.  God does not call upon us to 
judge our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
God does however call us to love one 
another, to forgive one  another and to work 
together for the sake of His church.  
 During the Season of Pentecost, let us 
remember that in reading and studying the 
Bible we sustain our Christian faith and 
fellowship for service to the church and to 
the world.  Use the Christ in our Home 
booklets, join a Bible study group or start 
one in your home, read it with others and 
use the power of the Holy Spirit to help you 
discern how the Scriptures help us daily in 
our lives. Come to VBS this summer and 
join other adults as we look at movies and 
their relationship to our theology.  
 Let us all look to the future with hope in 
our hearts.  May God watch over you and 
keep you in the palm of His hand. 
 
   —Pastor Tom O'Brien  

 

Pastor Tom O’Brien 

From the Pastor:  June 2009 

Good Samaritan Lutheran Church 

June 2009 - July 2009 

THE TRUMPETER 

See the newly revised Web 
Site 

Done by Dawn Schwartz 
 

Join our Yahoo Group! 
Go online to 

www.goodsamaritanlutheran.org 
And click on Join our 

MyGoodSam Yahoo Group 
 

Show kids you know, the nifty 
new section Dawn created for 

them.  
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  From the President 
Dear Good Samaritans, 

We are truly living in the risen Christ.  
Only after experiencing the fear of closing our doors were 
we truly open to listening to the unexpected ways God is 
working in our midst.  We are on a journey for which only 
God knows our destination.  In the last year and a half we 
have gone from hopeless despair to celebrating the 
ministries God has brought to 10110 Greenbelt Road. 

Our music went from dividing our congregation to 
unifying it. Our music ministry welcomed Judy Marvel and 
brought her back to living in the joy of the Lord after years 
without Him.  Our secretary, Kitty, is experiencing God’s 
love in a new way. We enter our worship space knowing 
that God is truly among us and doing wondrous things in 
ways we could not have imagined. He has called us to 
grow in our faith. 

Having exhausted our savings, God led us to rent our 
space to other congregations and individuals.  What 
seemed like a necessity has been His work and His will 
being done in ways we didn’t know how to do.  Worship 
services are held in our building Wednesday night and 
Saturday morning and evening in Spanish by the Seventh 
Day Adventist Congregation.  Worship is celebrated 
Sunday mornings from 8-10 am by Prince of Peace 
Church.  We worship in the Lutheran tradition at 11 am on 
Sunday mornings. At 2 pm, People of Faith International 
hold their worship service, followed by fellowship at 6 pm.   
Additionally, they have a Friday evening service.  There are 
seven worship services per week in our building! The Word 
and worship are truly abundant here. 

During the week, until June 18th, we have an after 
school tutoring program that provides affordable care and 
support for elementary age children in our community.  
This Christian faith based company brings snacks and 
prayer to the tutoring sessions and they will run a “camp 
without walls” here in the summer. In that, the campers 
meet here and go on a field trip every day to return here by 
6 pm.  I have met the teachers and some of the students.  
This is truly a ministry filling a great need in our community 
by doing God’s work.   Our building has become the 

community resource for children that we wanted, in spite of 
not having enough Good Samaritans to run the programs! 

VBS is coming July 12 – 16. We are a place for the 
local children to come experience God’s love.  Laura 
Hunter is directing it and could use any help you can give.  
We are truly blessed with abundance. 

Our treasurers, Melissa and Jessica, see the 
abundance of ministries and have both grown in faith as 
God has provided each time we needed additional funds to 
pay salaries or utilities.  Summer is a difficult time for 
churches as giving falls off on average 25%! Now, more 
than ever, Good Samaritan needs you to support your 
church family as we recover and strengthen from the 
adversity of 2007! If you’ve been in service you’ve seen 
new faces.  If you’ve stopped in on weekday afternoons 
you’ve seen children in our building.  If you drive by 
frequently you’ve probably seen youth and families playing 
basketball.  God is working here and we blindly follow Him 
in faith, called to give back to Him what he has first given 
us: ourselves, our time, our talent, and our resources. 

I invite you to join us for a special congregational 
meeting (pot luck) on June 28th after service where we will 
gather as faithful stewards to discern where we are on our 
journey and what we must do to be faithful disciples of 
Christ. 

Your Fellow Servant, 
Rose 

Church summer worship is staying at 11:00 AM. 
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Information from the Treasurer 

As Treasurer, I would like to keep you informed about our financial situation here at Good Samaritan. Monthly 
Treasurer Reports are on file in the church office as part of Council Meeting Minutes. You may check the 
reports at any time if you would like up-to-date information. Contact me if you have any church finance 
questions. 
 
Council approved many rentals to help reconcile income with expenses. For the most part, this has been a 
tremendous help to keep us current on our bill paying. We seem to be depositing good amounts into our 
checking on the weeks when we have special events during worship. This is to be expected, and is quite 
normal. However, we cannot schedule special events each week simply to get people to show up at church 
and to bring a check!  
 
Some people have committed to a larger amount of giving. Given our nation’s current economic situation, this 
is a very difficult decision for our congregants to make, yet it is happening.  
 
We all know that as we approach summer, we approach the period of the year that giving decreases. People 
are on vacation; and using their money for these vacations. People do not attend church as often, and 
sometimes their giving is simply forgotten. I challenge each member to make their giving a priority this  
summer… mark a date on your calendar and send a check to the church if you will be away. You can do this 
weekly or monthly, whichever is the way you usually do your giving. You can even set it up in online bill 
paying!  
 
Remember, the bills do not stop coming, just the people do when they are on vacation. 
 
A couple of weeks ago, I asked the congregation to pray about our giving and our finances. And I also asked 
them to consider which of our current bills they may be able to cover. The response was good, and I know 
that people care about keeping our church in active ministry. I now ask you to keep those prayers coming. 
We are trying to build beyond just being able to pay the bills into a congregation that has programs to support 
its ministries.  
 
As of the beginning of June, we have a few bills on which we are behind. We now owe 2 months of mortgage, 
$2458.00. We owe Synod $840.00 for the Synod Assembly, Bishop’s Convocation, and Mission Leadership 
Retreat. We are behind on paying our benevolence for April and May. We owe about $200.00 for some 
reimbursements from our clean-up day. We owe $250.00 to Concordia Publishing for an annual renewal fee. 
And there are a few other bills totaling about $300.00 for various items. None of these items are frivolous or 
even optional. They are simply bills necessary to carry out the work of the church.  
 
We have a little more than $1500 in our savings. About half of this will be used to pay quarterly taxes in July if 
we don’t bring that amount in through our offering. In other words, we do not have a lot to fall back on if we 
get into trouble.  
 
I paid some bills today, and we were left with $13.80 in our checking account. We have a deposit to be made 
still from our offering today, and it is not quite enough to cover our salaries which are due in one week. We 
will have another offering by then, but don’t forget that we still have all of the previously listed bills that are 
due. And more bills that are due later in the month. It is quite a juggling act to figure out which bills to pay, 
and which ones to put off. 

Continued on page 4 
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“Stewardship is what we do after we say we believe” 
Over 45 years ago this congregation was formed and become a viable congregation, put together a 

constitution.  Our congregational constitution states in Chapter 6.03b “This congregation pledges its financial 
support and participation in the life and mission of the ELCA.”  When we pass a budget each year, it is with 
the faith and hope that every member will support the life, mission and vision of this congregation for the 
upcoming year.  If we believe that our mission is what God is calling us to do, then we need to step up to the 
commitment to support that mission.   

Bills come in regularly each month, like gas, electric, phone, and pest control.  Along with these we 
have periodic bills that must be paid in order to maintain our building, like insurance, water & sewer, 
maintenance of the property.  We also have three people on payroll whom we owe regular salary and 
benefits.  The money for these bills and wages comes from our donations each week and we attempt to 
supplement that with rental income.  However, we have been on a downward spiral of giving over the past 5 
years.  Our savings and endowments have been depleted and there are no reserves.   

If we wish to remain viable as a congregation we must make sure that we continue to support our 
purpose by making regular contributions especially over the summer months.  While planning your vacation 
also plan on sending your weekly donation by mail or giving it to another member who can drop it in the 
offering plate on the Sunday you are away.  And if possible, please find it in your heart to give more 
generously to keep God’s mission alive and fruitful. 

Information from the Treasurer continued 

Our parsonage is in need of a lot of work. The basement is full of mold, which is being worked on by Kitty and 
her family. Kitty donates a tremendous amount of time and money to our congregation’s needs. We all need 
to thank her for her generous donations. 
 
Judy, as well, has done more than share her musical talent with us. Many of you have heard her stories of 
giving until it hurts, not knowing how she would be able to pay a toll to visit her son, and God supplying her 
with enough money to get through life. What a testimony to tithing! Judy has also given back a great portion 
of her pay from us. We also need to thank Judy for her generosity!  
 
My intent is not to scare any of you, make you think that we are doomed or any such thing. My intent is to 
make you aware that we have needs right now, and to ask you to make my job less burdensome to me and 
to Council by giving consistently and giving a little more than you have been. Thank you to those who have 
responded already!  
 
Pray for me and Jessica (also your treasurer), pray for our congregation, pray for our ministries together. May 
God help us to be less dependent on outside sources of money and to celebrate the things we are able to do 
with what we have! 
 
      Your servant in Christ, 
      Melissa Steiner 
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ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson issued a statement in response to the May 31 murder of Dr. George 
Tiller at Reformation Lutheran Church, an ELCA congregation in Wichita, Kansas. Pastors Lowell R. 
Michelson and Kristin M. Neitzel serve the congregation.  It is part of the ELCA Central States Synod, led by 
Bishop Gerald L. Mansholt. In addition to this note originally sent to synodical bishops, a press release from 
the ELCA containing additional details is posted. 
    _____________________________ 
  
Dr. George Tiller and his wife, Jeanne, were gathering with the people of Reformation Lutheran Church to 
worship and to celebrate Pentecost--the coming of the Holy Spirit to God's people. It is unconscionable that 
Dr. Tiller, who was serving as an usher and welcoming people to worship, should be brutally murdered.  
  
In the wake of his death we pray that the Holy Spirit will comfort his family and all who mourn.  We pray for 
the courage to be peacemakers, rejecting violence as a means of resolving differences. We trust God's 
promise that neither death nor life nor anything in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) 
  
On behalf of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, I express gratitude to God for the witness of the 
people of Reformation Lutheran Church and for the pastoral care being offered by Bishop Mansholt and 
pastors Michelson and Neitzel in this tragic circumstance. 
  
Today we cry out "Lord have mercy!' And we are so bold to proclaim and believe Jesus is the resurrection 
and the life. (John 11:25) 
  

SUMMER MUSIC 
During the summer we will have special music on Sundays.  

Interested in singing or playing an instrument contact Judy Marvel.  
Solos, duets, trios, etc. are welcome 

Bishop Hanson responds to tragic event in Wichita 

To all the new little babies of GSLC: What will you be when you grow up?  
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Health Care for All 
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Crocodile Dock Vacation Bible School, Summer 2009 

Good Samaritan’s 2009 Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) is where fearless kids shine God’s light!  
The theme is Crocodile Dock and each night we 
will explore God’s Word. We will study God 
Sightings and how: 
 

• God is with us 
• God is powerful 
• God does what he says he’ll do 
• God gives us life 
• God cares for us 
 
And to “Fear not!” We will be exploring the 

light of God July 12-16th. We will start Sunday 
evening with a potluck meal. After that we will 
gather for an opening to the Swamp Stomp 
music to break the kids into Bayou Crews for 
their discoveries. Thereafter we will have a meal 
provided (free will offering) before starting each 
evening’s program. 

 We are currently looking for volunteers to 
coordinate: 
 
Crawfish Crafts and Missions – needs craft 
supplies. Please save the following items: small 
plastic bottle caps, colored ribbons, wooden 
clothes pins (squeezable), Large buttons, pipe 
cleaners (plain or colored), soft green material or 
green felt, polyester fiberfill. 
 
Bible Bayou -  Bible stories and dramas 
 
Gator Games – select and lead team building 
games from the guide. 
 
Decorations 
 

Publicity 
We are using materials from Group 

Publishing, which provide very clear and specific 
instructions.  No prior experience 
necessary.  The music is high energy rock and 
roll. 

VBS is community outreach, evangelism, 
Christian Education, fellowship, and working      
together to do God’s work.   

Please contact Laura Hunter 
(L.hunter07@yahoo.com) or 301-459-3814 to   
contribute your gifts and talents to VBS. 

—Laura Hunter 
 

Meet our Bible Memory Buddies 
Flash — a firefly 

Belle — a spoon billed bird  
Jacques le Croc—a crocodile 

Blossom—an awesome opossum 
Tucker—a turtle 

 
Chadder Chipmunk has exciting cliffhanger 

video segments each day at the “Dockside Drive 
-In! 

 
Kids will make special crafts during Crawfish 

Crafts and Missions, then use them to hold Bible 
Memory Buddies they receive during Dockside 
Drive-In. 

 
Kids will create cuddly Comfort Critters and  

donate them as an offering during Fire Finale. 
 
Sing & Play Swamp Stomp a CD and DVD 

that will get the kids rocking on the very first 
night! 

 

Adult Education during VBS, Summer 2009 

Good Samaritan’s 2009 Adult Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) is all about Christ and the movies.  
(And he doesn’t want to give the ending away so 

he’s not saying anymore.) 
 

—Pastor Tom (annotated Kitty) 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 
Pericope study 

8 AM 
GSDA 

7-10 PM 

4 
 
 

5 
PFI 7 –9 PM 

6 
GSDA 8 AM-12; 
6:30 PM-sunset 

 

7 
Trinity & Youth 
Ministry Sunday 

Eric P. 1st 
Communion 
GSLC 11 AM 

worship 

8 
Church council 

7PM 

9 
Girl Scouts  
7:30-10 PM 

 

10 
Choir Practice 7 

PM 
GSDA 

7-10 PM 

11 
 

12 
PFI 7 –9 PM 

13 
GSDA 8 AM-12; 
6:30 PM-sunset 

Girl Scouts 
 Celebration  

4-6 PM 

14 
Flag Day 
POP 
GSLC 11 AM 
worship 
PFI 

15 
 

 

16 
 

17 
Choir Practice 7 

PM 
GSDA 

7-10 PM 

18 
 

19 
PFI 7 –9 PM 

20 
GSDA 8 AM-12; 
6:30 PM-sunset 

 

21 
Father’s Day 
POP 
GSLC 11 AM 
worship 
PFI 

22 
Girl Scout camp  
8 AM—4:30 PM 

23 
Girl Scout camp 
8 AM—4:30 PM 

24 
GSDA 

7-10 PM 
Girl Scout camp 
8 AM—4:30 PM 

25 
Girl Scout camp 
8 AM—4:30 PM 

26 
Girl Scout camp 
8 AM—4:30 PM 

PFI 7 –9 PM 

27 
Car Wash 9-1pm 

fundraiser for New 
Orleans trip  

GSDA 8 AM-12; 
6:30 PM-sunset 

 

28 
POP 
 
GSLC 11 AM 
Healing       
Service           
Congregational 
Meeting 
 
PFI 

29 
 

30 
 

  POP– Prince of 
Peace 

8-10 AM 
 

PFI– People of 
Faith Int’l 
2-4 AM 

GSDA–Greenbelt 
Spanish Seventh 

Day Adventist 

June 2009 
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SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

POP– Prince of 
Peace 

8-10 AM 
 

PFI– People of 
Faith Int’l 
2-4 AM 

GSDA–Greenbelt 
Spanish Seventh 

Day Adventist 
 1 

GSDA 
7-9 PM 

2 
 

3 
PFI 7 –9 PM 

4 
GSDA 8 AM-12; 
6:30 PM-sunset 

 

5 
POP 

 
GSLC 11AM 

worship 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
GSDA 
7-9 PM 

9 
 

10 
PFI 7 –9 PM 

11 
GSDA 8 AM-12; 
6:30 PM-sunset 

 

12 
POP 

 
GSLC 11 AM 

worship  
 

PFI 

13 
GSLC Council 
meeting 7 PM  

 
VBS 6–8:30  

14 
 
 
 

VBS 6–8:30 

15 
GSDA 
7-9 PM 

 
VBS 6–8:30 

16 
 
 
 

VBS 6–8:30 
 

17 
PFI 7 –9 PM 

 
 

 18 

GSDA 8 AM-12; 
6:30 PM-sunset 

19 
POP 

 
GSLC 11AM 

worship 
 

20 
Pastor leaves for  

New Orleans 

21 22 
GSDA 
7-9 PM 

Nat’l Youth 
Gathering New 

Orleans 

23 
Nat’l Youth 

Gathering New 
Orleans 

24 
Nat’l Youth 

Gathering New 
Orleans 

 
PFI 7 –9 PM 

25 
GSDA 8 AM-12; 
6:30 PM-sunset 

Nat’l Youth 
Gathering New 

Orleans 

26 
Nat’l Youth  

Gathering New 
Orleans 

 
POP 

 
GSLC 11AM 

worship 
 

PFI 

27 
 

28 
Pastor returns 

from  
New Orleans 

29 
GSDA 
7-9 PM 

30 
 

 

31 
PFI 7 –9 PM 

 

July 2009 
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Coming Good Sam Events: 
KEY FUTURE EVENT DATES: 
 

Girl Scout camp June 22—26, 2009 
 

Vacation Bible School—Crocodile 
Dock! 

July 12—16, 2009 
 

Movies and the Bible course  
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